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Abstract

Climate change has always been one of the most discussed
topics in the world. Several studies have addressed the impact
of the IT industry to the environment. In this video, we will in-
troduce a movement towards designing environmentally
friendly IT products.

Introduction

The video will give you a brief definition of Green ICT, some of
the widely used approaches to green computing and legal
issues related to this field. There is also an example which we
take from our familiar place - the computer lab at Zepler build-
ing of Southampton University.

Background

There are countless electronic items around the world, from
computers, TVs, to mobile phones. They will likely to be re-
placed every few years. However, what will happen to the old
items?

Electronic items contain many contaminants sch as lead, mer-
cury, cadminum, and materials that have a very slow degration
rate like plastic. When improperly disposed, they will become
a large environmental threat. This leads to the introduction of
Green ICT and green computing concept.

Methods

Two methods of gathering information were used regards the
completion of the project:

Primary research (or “Zeplar Case study”):

Using a camera with high definition video recorder to ad-
dress some of the green ICT issues and approaches occur-
ring in Zepler computer lab

Secondary research:

Developers and scientists with strenuous efforts studied and
addressed Green ICT issues in conferences and academic
papers to help individuals, governments and organizations
to set legislations and to make contributions to reduce cli-
mate change and increase energy efficiency usage. A number
of of these resources were used in assembling the “Green
ICT” video and they were appropriately acknowledged and
referenced.

Discussion

In the fast paced, get-it-done yesterday, world we live in, we
tend to forget about the impact of our actions on the environ-
ment. When we slow down, we realise what we have done, but
sometimes it is too late. This is why we need to be proactive in
our efforts to preserve the environment and make in formation,
commmunication, and technology products more energy effi-
cient. If we do nothing, sit back, and let the current practices
continue, all of our natural resources will be gone.

Conclusion

Green ICT is a movement towards efficient resourse use and de-
creased waste of electronic products. Harmful chemicals, long
bio-degrading times, and pollution are destroying the environ-
ment and the Green ICT movement is helping to curtail these
negatives. The movement is going strong, but it needs more
support from the general public. Some things you can do are:
unplug appliances when they are not in use; recycle old elec
tronics properly upgrade rather than buy new; buy Energy Star
rated products; and be aware of the products you buy and the
actions you take. Every little bit hepls, and in the world we live
in, we need a lot of help.
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