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Abstract: 
This project attempts to gather and present important information from the history of Open 
Source Software. The results of deep research into the topic are packed into an easy to read 
and understand format . 
 
 

Discussion: 
The infographic could be useful for people who had little or no exposure to open-source 
software before. The reader, with little effort, will be able to get a basic understanding of its 
evolution over the years, the mechanics of community participation in OSS (chart) and its 
usage/importance in the world today as well as some information about the most 
commonly used OSS licenses available (pie-chart). The infographic does not go into much 
detail about the events as this is not in the scope of this resource; this resource is only 
intended to give a basic introduction and motivate the reader to find out more. 

Conclusion: 
The usage and influence of OSS is increasingly growing in the world and there are still a lot 
of people that are not aware of the world of open-source and this alternative way of 
software development, so this resource can help introduce people to the 'open-source 
world' and its ideas. 

Method: 
To gather the information we wanted to display to the end 
user, we all researched the general field of Open Source 
Software, and also split the topic into subsections, so we 
could get an in depth understanding of the total 
evolution.  We also tried to find statistics from credible 
sources with a relatively big sample so that it gives a 
representative picture of the relevant sub section.  
 
We then thought of several different ways of portraying 
the information, and decided on an infographic, due to 
the historical nature of the topic being easy to display on a 
timeline, along with being able to complement it with 
graphical figures about statistics of OSS.   

Introduction:  
Our infographic describes the landmark events that took place from the 1950's onwards that 
shaped the future of open source development into what we know and experience today. We 
explore the license usage, motivations and business usage statistics behind open source 
software and present this information in graph form to make it easy to understand and engage 
with. 

Background: 
Open Source Software is developed both by individual 
hobbyist programmers and by corporations such as 
Canonical and Red Hat. It ranges from mission critical 
server software to games and user applications. There are 
different and motives that range from the "libre" software 
ideology to using OSS strategically to gain competitive 
advantage. 
PDP-1 (Programmed Data Processor-1) was the first 
computer in Digital Equipment Corporation's PDP series. 
PDP-8 was the first successful commercial minicomputer. 
 
 
 

Software was 

distributed with 

hardware. (early 

systems: IBM etc.) 

The idea of selling 

software was not 

around.

1961

MIT acquired the PDP-1 

which became the heart 

of the AI Lab and gave 

rise to the hacker culture.

adj.

Being or relating to computer software for which the source 

code is freely available. The term was coined at the Open 

Source Summit in 1998.

1965

PDP-8 came out

Some communities of users of those 

early systems started organizing 

themselves to share information and 

knowledge (kind of like today's oss 

communities!) DECUS,SHARE,USE

Ken Thompson started work 

on UNIX to deal with the 

increasing need for a multi-

user os for those systems 

(PDP series etc.) which went 

on to become the first open 

source operating system.

1969

After some lawsuits 

IBM started debundling 

software from hardware 

starting to charge for 

software.
1975

1976

First commercial 

software companies are 

formed (Microsoft, Apple)

Bill Gates' open letter to 

hobyists claiming that 

sharing software is 

hurting the developers!

Emacs AT&T licensed UNIX 

so its code could no 

longer be distributed to 

universities and be 

studied by students.

1979

They got a medal from 

the president for it (30 

years later)

Stallman founded Free Software Foundation 

and the GNU project in frustration with the 

state of software development 

(commercialisation of UNIX, companies 

copyrighting their products)

1984

Tanenbaum 

created MINIX, a 

Unix clone for 

educational 

purposes, the only 

open-source UNIX 

clone at the time.

1987

1989

The Free Software 

Foundation released the 

GNU General Public 

License, the most widely 

used open source license.

Linus Torvalds, a 

Finnish computer 

science student 

wrote the first 

version of the 

Linux kernel based 

on MINIX and 

posted it on an 

internet newsgroup.

1991

Various 
distribuions 
started

1993

Apache

1995

1998

Open Source Initiative was formed to educate about 

and advocate the benefits of open source and to 

build bridges among different constituencies in the 

open source community.

2004 2011

MySQL

VLC

2001

OpenBSD
A Unix-like OS 
desended from Barkeley 
Software Distribution 
(BSD). It's code was 
freely available.

1996

2008

®

Participate in a new form of cooperation

Learn and develop new skills

Share knowledge and skills

Participate in the OS/FS scene

Improve my job opportunities

Improve OS/FS products of other developers

Get a reputation in OS/ES community

Distribute non marketable software products

Get help in realizing a good idea for a software products

Solve a problem that could not be solved by proprietary software

Limit the power of large software companies

Think that software should not be a proprietary good

Make money

I do not know

Reasons for OS/FS Community 
Participation
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